
Yes, this week was given to us as a present so that we could 
rejoice together over the gift of Faith and Light, deepen our 
calling, open up our hearts, live in communion with each 
other, gain new momentum for our mission.  
 
 
But before giving you other news, I would like to tell you what 
a painful experience it was for us to witness the departure of 
six brothers and sisters from Lebanon who had to return to 
their war-torn country, to join their families. It goes without 
saying that we remain in communion with them, deeply 

affected by the moving 
prayer vigil which preceded 
their departure, and by the 
strength of the message of 
Father Daoud , articulated 
with fervour and so 
emphatically, as though to dispel the fear we felt 
inside, and telling us to stand firm in hope: « Fear 
not, I am with you » said the Lord, inviting us to 
pray for universal peace. Peace in Lebanon, peace 
for all peoples, peace everywhere, in our war-torn 
world of today.  
 

For many of us, war has never been so close to those we loved … Brothers and sisters 
of Lebanon and of the countries which suffer so much today, we keep you in our 
hearts and prayers...  
 
On the first two days, during the continental assemblies, several elections took place, 
among them those of three continental coordinators:  

 
 
 
Elain Swain, for the continent « Asia-Southern Cross »,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anne and Hervé Cuche, for the continent  
« Europe from the Atlantic to the Danube »,  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Tim and Maria - Cecilia Buckley, whose mandate was renewed  
for the continent « Faith and Light of the Americas ».  
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Then there was the official opening of our meeting and a joyful fiesta with the 
communities «Fe y Luz» from Spain who welcomed us in a « phenomenal » way.  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The week was punctuated by different talks. Basing her talk on the figure of St. 
Francis of Assisi, Marie-Hélène recalled the history of the 35 years of Faith and Light. 
In my role as international coordinator, I gave an account of the situation of the 
movement today while Roy, in his role as international vice-coordinator, presented the 
challenges which await us. With a great deal of humour, Father G. Arbuckle from 
Sidney invited us to begin to move : why are we afraid of change ? What do we have to 
do so that an institution or a movement will remain faithful to its charisma and its 
mission ? How to move through different stages of growth ? Jean reminded us of the 
place of the poor in our communities, paying attention to the smallest among us as a 
source of renewal. Yes, we must enlarge the space of our tent : the message and the 
mission of Faith and Light are not only for us, but for the Churches and for the world 
today.  
 
We are very grateful to Rev. Ruth Patterson, Bishop Georges Abou Zakhem et Bishop 
Guy Harpigny, Delegates of the Churches to Faith and Light, for having been able to 
share this week with us, and for showing us by their presence how precious was the 
mission of Faith and Light for each Church, and for each Christian .  
 
These intensely-lived days were lifted by several great times of celebration: the 
Sunday Eucharist with the « Fe y Luz » communities of Spain ; the Byzantine vespers 
celebrated alongside our Christian brothers from the East; the ceremony of the 
washing of the feet, whose meaning Jean helped us to deepen and finally on the last 
day, a time of Thanksgiving for all that had been given and received during this week. 
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Moreover, the day of discovery of the spiritual patrimony of Escorial, Avila, Segovia or 
Madrid, the sharing groups and different workshops allowed the participants to get to 
know one another better, to share and deepen different questions in smaller groups. 
The way in which « the day of renewal » is lived in each country, how to make the call 
to young friends, non-verbal communication, the integration of the disabled person 
into the parish, how to help each other to be more responsible for finances and 
solidarity, how to build peace in situations of conflict… what riches were exchanged 
and shared including at the « Nazareth » workshop, where marvellous creativity was 
displayed under the gentle leadership of Nathalie!  
 
Our international meeting is also the time for the national and international 
coordinators to express themselves about certain questions, among others the 
amendments to the Charter and Constitution. The Charter is the founding document of 
Faith and Light. A few minor changes were proposed and voted on by the General 
Assembly. As far as the Constitution is concerned, still a work in progress, it was 
decided to postpone discussion and the voting of amendments on it. 
 

 
 
 
It is also the role of the General Assembly, every four years, to elect the international 
coordinator. In order to proceed to these elections, a consultation team had been set 
up. Initially, based on the replies which had been sent to them by the countries, the 
consultation team had retained eight names. The burden of responsibility placed upon 
the international coordinator as things are today and with the present structures, is a 
heavy one, a very heavy one. Each of the eight nominees had the opportunity to do a 
personal discernment. At the end of this stage, the consultation team was not able to 
present three names to the Assembly. The election of an international coordinator 
under the conditions required by the international council could not therefore take 
place. From a broader perspective, after in-depth work carried out by the international 
council with Olivier Le Gendre over 3 years, the consultation team was conscious that 
there was at the present time a very real problem in the functioning and governance of 
Faith and Light. At the request of the international council, it therefore made a certain 
number of proposals. The international council gave serious thought to the proposals 
and accepted them. In Madrid, the General Assembly then gave a vote of confidence to 
the provisional proposal described below and to the people who have agreed to 
commit themselves to this mission.  
 
It was therefore with tranquil hearts and full of gratefulness towards all those who 
have given the best of themselves in the preparation of the international meeting in 
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Madrid that we were able to close this beautiful meeting. I would like to give particular 
thanks in the name of all of you to Roy, who, in his role as vice coordinator, has 
brought, through his powers of reflection, much-appreciated support to the 
international council throughout the whole of his mandate, and Corinne, the secretary 
general, who has completed a prodigious amount of work over a period of months and 
months so that the little boat of Faith and Light should be led into safe harbour in 
Escorial. We owe to her among other things, the guidelines, the map of the world, the 
family album, the delegates’ handbook, many letters, the decoration, following 
through on the work of Chantal and her fabulous Spanish team, the little daily paper 
«Hola Madrid» and so many other things ! As a result of the commitment of each of 
you, we were all able to feel just how much the Holy Spirit was at work in our midst.  

 
As it was in the beginnings of Faith and Light, and as it will be 
tomorrow, if we put our trust in it and agree to hand ourselves over 
completely to it... Whatever seasons our communities pass through, 
whatever times of emptiness, Spring always returns, and Jesus will 
never abandon us, for Faith and Light is, without doubt, His project. 
Even if He seems to be sleeping at the back of the boat, His heart is 
watching over us all… So let us go forward in faith! In this last 
letter, I embrace you, and keep you all in my prayers,  
 
 

Viviane le Polain  
Former international coordinator 
 
 
 
 


