
Look at the baby Jesus 
 
 
Dear Friends from Faith and Light, 
 
In a few days time we will be celebrating 
Christmas, the celebration of the coming of 
the son of God into our world, the celebration 
of the birth of the baby Jesus. Let’s take a look 
at Christmas with Martin Luther “Christian 
religion does not have its starting point up on 
the summits, like all other religions, but right 
down at the bottom. { …} . This is why, when 
you intend to reflect on your salvation or to do 
something towards that, leave behind all 
speculation on the majesty of God, all 
cogitation on the works, traditions, philosophy 
and the divine laws and hurry to take refuge 
beside the nativity scene, in the mother’s 
bosom, become attached to this child, to this 
son of the Virgin, watch as he is born, as he 
suckles, grows, living among men, teaching, dying and resuscitating, risen to the highest of high, 
having power over all things” .  (Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians). Together with the 
shepherds and the Wise Men, let’s hurry to go and see Jesus and to become attached to this child. 
With Mary and Joseph, let’s draw closer to the nativity scene and allow ourselves to be transformed 
by this mystery, hidden from wise and intelligent, but revealed to the little children. (Matthew 11:25) 
 

Look first at the child through Mary’s eyes, the eyes of the woman who said 
“YES” to God. Just like any mother, Mary is amazed at the arrival of this 
child. She knows that parents don’ t give life, but they transmit it. Life is 
given to us by God. It is precious, however weak and fragile it may be.  The 
baby Jesus is weak and fragile, but he is loved tenderly by his mother. 
Looking upon Jesus in this way transforms Mary, as it can also transform us. 
 
Joseph is also looking at the child. His eyes are looking through the doubt. 
Joseph is a man of faith. All around us questions are being fired and evident 
facts are being bandied about. So where is God… if He exists? Can we really 
believe in an invisible world? Who will bring us peace? Justice never pays! 

It’s no use being honest! And so on. Joseph holds on fast to God’s Word. His faith leads him ever 
further. Through his example, he invites us to have trust, to get over doubt, to move on towards an 
adult faith.  
 
God always reveals Himself to the poor, to those who have no possessions, to 
those who don’ t cling onto what they have.  To see God, one has to become 
poor. It’s not surprising that the first people to receive the announcement of 
Jesus’  birth were the shepherds living in the fields and guarding their flocks.  
Those shepherds, who only had the sky and the stars to contemplate, were able 
to look upon Jesus as the Saviour because their gaze was sufficiently pure.  
Here were people concerned about their flocks’  welfare, and God took care of 
them and made himself close to them, as he is close to all those who are poor.     
 

 



The Wise Men came from afar, from very far, in the East. They didn’ t really know who Jesus was, 
but that doesn’ t matter: they set off on a journey to pay homage to him and offer him presents of 
gold, incense and myrrh. God reveals himself to those who are truly searching for him, those who are 
listening out for the signs, and those who are open to the surprising novelty of the Gospel. 
 

Are our hearts sufficiently open and free from our false certainties, to allow us to set out on the 
journey with the Wise Men? 
 

Then, we must not forget, there is also the donkey and the ox! The gospels don’ t mention them, but I 
know that the animals in the Bible are sometimes more subtle than the men (as the prophet Isaiah 
reminds us: Is 1:3). The donkey and the ox are there at the foot of the crib, happy being just what 
they are. God made us for Him! No doubt, unlike Mary, we often say “No”  to Him.  It is 
nevertheless a fact that each one of us, man or woman, carries within them the mark of God. 
Whoever wants to see God must remain true to himself. Do not try to be different in order to 
approach the Lord. He is the one who will transform us through His presence!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Over the next days, the liturgy suggests that we read or listen again to the accounts of 
Christmas, those accounts that tell the story of the birth of Jesus, son of David and son of God. Don’ t 
be too hasty in thinking that these pages of the Gospel have nothing left to say to us. Take a look at 
the first chapters of Matthew and Luke; read these pages filled with theology again. Take the time to 
meditate on them in a personal manner. Don’ t hesitate either to go over the accounts of Christmas in 
the community meeting, perhaps even mime some parts of them. 
 

In many countries, Faith and Light communities are living through some difficult times.  And we all 
know people in our communities who are in painful situations. Some of you have the impression that 
you are being subjected to Herod’s wickedness, rather than receiving the joyous message of the 
Angel.  May the Christmas message light up your night and give you strength in your ordeal. And 
may the son of the Virgin “ risen to highest of the high and having power over all things ”  lead you to 
welcome the peace and the joy of Christmas, the peace and the joy of Jesus, that peace and that joy 
that only He can bring! 
 

To each and every one of you, I wish with all my heart a Holy and a Happy Christmas! 
 

 
 
Fr Guy 


