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 Editorial 
 
 
 

Letter to the Faith and Light 
communities around the 
world 

On 21 April, Pope Francis passed away 

in Rome after more than 12 years as head 

of the Catholic Church.  

On 8 May, the new successor to Peter, 

Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, was 

elected during a conclave and given the 

name Leo XIV. 

In light of these two events, 

I encourage all the communities to 

remember Pope Francis with gratitude 

during one of your upcoming meetings, in 

the form of a short prayer in which we 

thank God for his life and generous 

dedication. During his pontificate, he 

repeatedly reminded us that there is room 

for everyone in the Church and that we 

should not be afraid, even of making 

Raúl Izquierdo Garcia 
International coordinator 

mistakes. He never tired of telling us that 

the poor are at the heart of the Gospel.  

On 2 October 2021, he received a 

delegation from Faith and Light 

International in Rome on the occasion of 

the 50th anniversary of our movement. His 

words were a source of deep encoura-

gement for all of us, and once again he 

reminded us of our mission as a Faith and 

Light community to be a sign of 

communion and leaven in the world, 

bearers of reconciliation and peace:  

"The presence of Faith and Light has been 

and is a prophecy because the most fragile 

people are often rejected and regarded as 

useless. And your prophecy is even more 

important today, to fight the culture of 
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rejection and to remind everyone that 

diversity is an asset and must never 

become grounds for exclusion and 

discrimination." 

I also ask you for a very special prayer of 

intercession for the new Pope Leo XIV. 

Accepting this service requires a generous 

response to the call of the Holy Spirit and 

involves carrying a heavy cross on many 

occasions. Let us remain faithful to our 

prayer and remain available so that our 

mission in the world and in the different 

churches continues to develop. 

We welcome the new successor of Peter 

with joy and hope. At Faith and Light, we 

also know what it means to accept 

responsibilities and to ask the Holy Spirit 

to enlighten our discernment in 

international, provincial or community 

assemblies when we have to elect 

coordinators. 

May our gratitude to Francis and our 

prayers for Leo XIV continue to nourish our 

enthusiasm and encourage us to remain 

faithful to our vocation, in our 

communities, giving the best of ourselves 

and offering what we are, even if it is 

sometimes insufficient, broken or cracked. 

God loves us because He loves what is 

fragile and small. 

« In the storms that the people and their 

families experience, may you be a small 

boat on which everyone can find a place, in 

the certainty that the Lord Jesus is on this 

boat. May the sun of faith and hope that 

rises above the clouds of our fears and 

insecurities accompany you always on the 

journey that still awaits you. May the Lord 

bless you and the Virgin Mary watch over 

you. And please, do not forget to pray for 

me. Thank you! » 

(Pope Francis to the  

Faith and Light communities). 

 

United in Jesus, 

 

Raúl Izquierdo García 

International coordinator  

of Faith and Light 
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Coming to Faith and Light means 
forgetting about disability, but accepting 
differences. 
Accepting differences means accepting 
ourselves as we are. Because if Jesus 
brought us into the world, it's because he 
knows that we're capable of bringing him 
a little something. 
Faith and Light is also about following in 
the footsteps of the Gospel. In the sense 
that we retrace the life of Jesus. For 
example, at Faith and Light, there are : 
 

⚫ The washing of the feet: this reminds us 
of when Jesus washed his disciples' feet. 
 

⚫ Sharing our meals: this recalls the last 
meal with the disciples. 
 
Faith and Light is also a movement where 
people rediscover the joy of living. 
The joy of living in the sense that Christ is 
with us. Because he accompanies us in 
everyday life. 

A short poem... 

Faith and Light also means arriving with a 
heavy heart and leave with a lighter heart. 
To have a heavy heart is to bring all our 
pain, our anxiety. 
 
At Faith and Light, we also take time to talk 
to God. Talking during reconciliation and 
prayer. 
 
Faith and Light is also a time of 
celebration, when each community comes 
together each year to celebrate the Feast of 
Light.  
 
For us, the Feast of Light is the 
presentation of Jesus in the Temple.  
And above all, a time when Christ invites us 
into his home to share the Eucharist that 
we receive before each meeting!  
 
Like all of us who share the Good News 
that has been passed on to us. 

Pierre BARREAU  
Member of the 'Caillou Blanc' (White stone) community  
in Saint-Germain en Laye, Ile-de-France-West province 
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T 
he news of the death of Pope Francis 

came as a surprise to everyone, as we 

had been informed of his state of 

health, but after his greetings and blessing 

on Easter Day, we all hoped that he would 

recover. However, the Father called him back 

to Him, because his apostolic service was 

over, and he had fulfilled the mission that 

the Lord had entrusted to him. 

 

For us at Faith and Light, and for many 

others, this has been a precious gift. We felt 

even closer to him when, on the occasion of 

our jubilee in 2021, he received us in private 

audience and encouraged us to continue to 

proclaim the "Gospel of littleness". 

 

From his teaching and especially from his 

witness, I remember three words in 

particular: the first is "mercy". Pope Francis 

has never stopped repeating that God is 

mercy, that his love welcomes everyone and 

excludes no one. At the beginning of this 

year of the Jubilee of Hope, he repeated: 

"God always forgives, God forgives 

everything". He often reminded us that the 

Church is not a customs office, but a "field 

hospital" to heal everyone's wounds. 

 

The second word is "tenderness". Pope 

Francis has reminded us on several 

occasions that Jesus met people with love 

and compassion. And that we too, in the 

Church and in our communities, should not 

be afraid to love in this way, by showing the 

love of Jesus. Even when helping someone in 

need, he reminded us how important it is to 

look them in the eye and shake their hand, in 

a truly personal encounter. 

 

The third word is "the poor". This word 

includes prisoners, migrants, the last and 

rejected, the fragile and those marginalised 

by our society. Let's remember Pope Francis' 

choice to make his first apostolic journey to 

Lampedusa, the island of migrants, to 

celebrate the washing of the feet on Holy 

Thursday in the Rebibbia prison, his 

attention to the poorest and most excluded. 

 

Dear Pope Francis, at the end of your many 

meetings with pilgrims, you always repeated: 

"Don't forget to pray for me!" Over the last 

few days, we have also been living the 

Jubilee in Rome with some of our Faith and 

Light communities, and we have been 

praying for you. We are now certain that, 

from heaven, you will be praying for us all, 

so that the journey of the universal Church 

can continue along the luminous path you 

have left us. 

 

Don Marco Bove 

International chaplain 

Thank you Pope Francis 

P
h
o
to

 V
in

ce
n
t 

B
o
o
 -

 2
2
 M

a
y
 2

0
2
2

 



7 

 



8 

 

Testimony 

The fathers'  
silent commitment 

M y daughter, Maria Francesca lived 
for sixteen years: she didn't 
speak, didn't walk, ate with a lot 

of difficulty; she didn't take part in social 
life and her height was always well below 
average… She didn't sleep, she didn't 
develop. 
 

It's natural for the mother to be the focus of 
everyone's attention when things are going 
well and when they seem to be going badly. 
She is the one who has carried her child for 
nine long months, talked to him in silence, 
felt him move: She got used to changing her 
way of life for him, to putting her own 
needs in second place... This is where the 
mysterious relationship that culminates in 
the marvellous moment of birth that 
forever binds the mother to her child. 
 

The father may feel excluded from this tacit 
and affectionate bond of flesh and blood,  
of renunciation and love, of apprehensions 
and expectations. But this is not true, at 
least in part; he is involved all the same, 
given the love and complicity he has with 
the mother of his child. He loves her: that's 
why he trusts her and loves his child from 
the very first moment. Out of love for his 
wife, he accepts the limits and difficulties of 
the new family situation; out of love for her, 
despite his clumsiness, the father is able to 
prepare a cosy nest for a stranger, to adapt 
to his presence, to take care of him, to love 
him. 
 

In the family, the father should always be 
present. Its role is to protect, to support, to 

try to understand and advise, to make 
decisions. To know how to listen. It is the 
mother's love that binds the father to his 
child. 
 

When a different baby comes into the 
world, the mother feels involved with her 
whole being. She feels guilty, responsible 
for not having been able to 'make' a child 
like the others: she has not lived up to her 
greatest task. She feels offended, 
diminished, betrayed, abandoned by God. 
 

She withdraws into herself in her drama, 
closes her heart and soul to everyone, 
including her husband: mute and petrified 
in her painful world, but savagely ready to 
set against anyone to defend this "different" 
child, whom she rejects and to whom, at 
the same time, she feels indissolubly linked. 



9 

 

Testimony 

She covers herself in an armour of ice and 
repels any expression of affection that 
might come from her husband, but which 
she is no longer able to accept or 
understand. 
 

This is the moment when the father must 
play his role more than ever. The father, 
who did not know his child until it was 
born; who did not carry it in his womb but 
loved it as the fruit of his love, who dreamt 
of it as a companion, as the realisation of 
what he, the father, would have liked to be; 
the father, who is also wounded and 
suffering, must have the courage to open 
his arms wide to the newborn, the strength 
to give up his expectations. The father, who 
needs it so much, must have the strength to 
give up the caresses and closeness of his 
wife, even when he is tired and 
discouraged. He must find the courage to 
remain, once again, on the sidelines. 
 

He wanted to let his tears flow but he didn't 
have time to cry. He smiles at the mother, 
to make her smile again. He smiles at his 
"different" child and hugs him, to make him 
feel loved. He takes him in his arms, to let 
the mother know that he is grateful to her. 
He surrounds him with care and affection; 
he loves him and wants to dispel all his 
mother's doubts. He wants her to 
understand that this child has a priceless, 
unique value: because he is a son of God 
and has an immortal destiny. 
 

The father leaves his tiredness at the door 
when he comes home from work. It's not 
the time to be tired. The mother needs to 
be given time to rest and relax. So he talks 
calmly to her about her day and helps her 
while she looks after the child. 
 

He gets up at night when the baby cries... 

He puts aside all humiliation and doubt. 
You can't lose confidence when you're 
accompanying your wife and her "different" 
child on their interminable and painful 
quest from one doctor to another. You have 
to be courageous, find the right words so 
that she doesn't feel alone, to give her the 
confidence and strength to continue on her 
way, to face reality and accept it as her own, 
simply and with confidence. 
 

How many people can guess the pain and 
loneliness that a father experiences? How 
many know our silent cries, the desolation 
of our souls in the face of a seemingly 
hopeless future? How many have measured 
the efforts made to calm the revolt, to 
overcome the temptation to give up and 
stop fighting; to overcome the anguish 
inspired by the thought of the future of our 
child and his mother? Fathers don't want 
anyone to know. 
They are very modest about their feelings. 
And they only make noise from time to 
time, when they really can't take it 
anymore. 
 

For a father, it's enough that the smile has 
returned to light up the mother's face and 
that it now shines on the whole family; that, 
with God's help, she has come out of the 
prison in which she had shut herself up and 
that she has reopened the doors of her 
heart and her home. May she no longer be 
ashamed to go out into the street with her 
child. 
 

Maria-Francesca is on my lap. I can feel her 
hand gently caressing my face. She has 
understood everything.  
 

Extract from Paolo Bertolini's testimony 
(1987 article from the magazine  

Ombre e Luci, Italy) 
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A 
fter almost 60 years of caring for 

people with intellectual disabilities, 

Father Giosuè Bonzi, from the 

Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions 

(PIFM), has returned to Italy to retire in his 

home town of Bergamo. 

This much-loved missionary, known for his 

tireless work in Hong Kong, said farewell on 

10 February, leaving behind a legacy of 

compassion, faith and dedication. 

On 2 February, Faith and Light organised a 

special Mass at St Anne's Church in Stanley, 

where Fr Bonzi, aged 85, concelebrated 

with Fr Peter Leung Tatchoy. 

Testimony from Hong Kong 

During Mass, Father Bonzi spoke about his 

missionary journey, which began in 1967, 

just one year after his ordination. 

He recalled his personal difficulties at the 

beginning. Despite this, he followed his 

vocation in Hong Kong, where he would 

profoundly influence the lives of countless 

people with disabilities. He expressed his 

deep gratitude for the friendships and 

experiences he had gained...  

 
Full article on Zénit, via this link : 
https://fr.zenit.org/2025/03/12/le-p-giosue
-bonzi-60-ans-de-mission-a-hong-kong/ 

Father Bonzi,  
60 years as a missionary 

Father Bonzi with members of the Faith and Light community after mass on 2 February. 

Among those who expressed their deep gratitude was Gracy Tong, vice provincial coor-

dinator of Faith and Light in Hong Kong and mother of Jeanne, who has an intellectual 

disability. Gracy spoke of Father Bonzi's unfailing support for families like hers, saying: 

"Thanks to his dedication, we have seen God's love reflected in a special way for people 

with intellectual disabilities. He has helped us to love and support each other." Gracy 

also recalled with emotion the community's guiding principle: "The joy of giving is a gift 

from God." 
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Testimony from Québec 

The joy of being together 

I  would like to share with 
you a few photos of the 
beautiful meeting of last 

March with the talented  
pianist and composer Steven  
Atme, who gave an inspiring 
testimony. With the help of 
his parents and teachers, he 
was able to overcome the di-
agnosis of autism and realise 
his dreams. 

Three communities came together to share these 
beautiful moments: St-Maron, L'Etoile and Holy  
Family, all together in communion.  
Thank you Jesus for the great family of Faith and Light 
that unites us in joy…  

Rita, coordinator of the community 
St-Maron, in Blainville, Quebec. 
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Testimony 

Rome Jubilee 2025 

A bout 300 Faith and Light pilgrims 
from 15 countries (Belgium, 

Croatia, France + Reunion Island, 
Honduras, Hong Kong, Italy, Lebanon, 
Mauritius, New Zealand, Peru, Poland, 
Seychelles, Slovenia, Spain, United 
States) met in Rome to live together the 
Jubilee of people with disabilities, from 
28 to 30 April 2025.  

Honduras and Mauritius 

Lebanon 

France France 

Don Marco and  Raúl 

Mauritius and Seychelles 

France 
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Testimony 
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Testimony 

Laurent and His Excellency Mgr Rino Fisichella 

O n 29 April, Laurent had the op-
portunity to meet Archbishop 

Rino Fisichella, pro-prefect of the 
dicastery for evangelisation, to whom 
he handed a letter addressed to Pope 
Francis, who had sadly passed away a 
week earlier. Bishop Fisichella spent 
the entire afternoon alongside the 
Faith and Light group, taking part in 
the festivities organised in the gardens 
of the Castel Sant'Angelo. Our little 
team from Versailles returned home 
with their hearts full of joy and hope. 

 

Dominique 

All the Faith and Light group at Saint Polycarp 
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Testimony 

You have a place in Jesus’ heart (JP. II) 

It was beautiful ! 

Michat and her sister Rosie Don Marco and Rosie 

Together on the Saint Peter’s square  

I was looking forward to seeing my friends from 
Faith and Light. I had missed them. I'm sad 

I didn't get to see the Pope. The mass was very 
beautiful and the restaurants very good! I had a 
face to face with my sister Michat. It was very beau-
tiful. Hallelujah! I can't wait to go back !  

Rosie, Lebanon 
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Testimony 

F ew days ago, I travelled to Vatican 
with my mum, representing our 
Faith and Light community Saint Ri-

ta in Peru. It was an incredible experience, 
filled with joy, prayer and friendship. As 
soon as we arrived, I felt an immense emo-
tion as I experienced all this. There were 
people from many different countries, all 
with different stories, but all with the same 
desire: to share and celebrate life. 
 
One of the most memorable moments for 
me was the mass. I felt that, even though 
we are all different, we are united by some-
thing bigger than ourselves. I also enjoyed 
the lunch, where I was able to meet new 
people, listen to their experiences and feel 
part of a big family. 
 
After our visit to the Vatican, we had the 
wonderful opportunity to visit the Sanctu-
ary of Lourdes, the birthplace of Faith and 
Light. It was a very special moment, full of 
peace and spirituality. Being able to be 
there, in such an important place for our 
community, made me feel even more con-
nected to the mission of Faith and Light 
and to all the people who are part of it. 
 
Art has always been a way for me to ex-
press my feelings and my vision of the 
world. For me, painting is a way of speak-
ing without words, of showing my heart 
and my imagination. I'm delighted that 
some of my paintings will soon be pub-
lished in the Faith and Light magazine. 
Through them, I hope to share my way of 
seeing life, with its colours, shapes and 
emotions. 
I thank God for having allowed me to have 
this wonderful experience, for the people 

I have met and all that I have experienced. 
I also thank Him for my Faith and Light 
community of Santa Rita in Peru, a place 
where I have found support, friendship and 
the opportunity to grow in faith and self-
confidence. I am very happy to be part of 
this community, where I always find love, 
understanding and the opportunity to 
share my life with others. 
 
This experience has taught me that inclu-
sion is a wonderful thing. No matter how 
different we are, we all have a special place 
in this world. I would like to say to those 
reading this that everyone has a unique tal-
ent and that we can shine by being our-
selves.  

Paula 
Community Santa Rita in Lima, Peru 

Paula at the Vatican 

Elisa and her daughter Paula 
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Testimony 

Italy 

Raúl (Spain) and Rosie (Lebanon) 

A huge THANK YOU to the Italian team at Fede e Luce for its 
remarkable work organisation (in particular reservation of 

two hotels to accommodate more than half of the participants of 
the movement, the preparation of a special Faith and Light 
program for the three days and the printing of the pilgrim's 
booklet in four languages, etc.) as well as for their great 
availability, which enabled all the Faith and Light pilgrims to 
experience each moment of this jubilee in a beautiful unity ! 

Hong Kong 
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O 
ur history, un-
der the action of 
the Holy Spirit, 

is marked by different 
realities. It all began in 
2012, when our children 
Santiago, Mercedes, Me-
lina and Sebastián re-
ceived the sacraments of 
the Eucharist and Confir-
mation.  

Father Fabián Gonzá-
lez Balza, parish priest of 
Santa María de los Ange-
les, was inviting families 
who had children with 
disabilities to meet in 
God's house to share their experiences. 
Thanks to the availability and humility of 
our pastor, we have embarked on an unfa-
miliar and providential path. 

We began this journey with these fami-
lies and our children's friends, meeting for 
two hours a month to reflect on a theme 
from the life of Jesus, have a snack together 
and end our meeting with Mass. From the 
start, we put ourselves in the hands of the 
Holy Spirit, who invited us to meet families 
and friends in faith. His presence gave us 
the joy of being together. 

Our meetings brought together couples, 
widows with grown-up children, divorced 
mothers, single women, adoptive families 
and remarried couples. Over time, bonds of 
friendship, support and fraternity have de-
veloped. We celebrated birthdays, organ-
ised outings to the park, the theatre, the 
cinema, visits to the zoo, trips and days of 

Testimony of Argentina 

reflection. We visited the 
sanctuary in Salta, where 
we met the Virgin of Cerro 
Inmaculada Madre del 
Divino Corazón Eucarísti-
co de Jesús (Virgin of the 
Immaculate Hill, Mother 
of the Divine Eucharistic 
Heart of Jesus). We also 
discovered the Trappist 
monastery of Azul Nuestra 
Señora de los Ángeles (Our 
Lady of the Angels). 

Our children have gradual-
ly taken on roles within 
the parish, as choirboys, 

collectors during mass, and 
actors in the living cot at Christmas. They 
took part in all the parish activities, such as 
the Caritas solidarity fair and the Alliance 
of mothers days. Little by little, parishion-
ers have joined our group. 

Along the way, we learnt to see God and 
people through the eyes and hearts of our 
children with disabilities. As a result, we 
felt the need to take this message to other 
parish communities in Buenos Aires. In 
2016, we organised our first open day. It 
was a "care workshop" for parents and rela-
tives of people with different abilities, led 
by Father Juan Carlos Gil, a member of of 
the Commission for the Care of People 
with Disabilities. spirituality of the Archdi-
ocese of Buenos Aires. 

That same year, in September, María Luisa 
invited us to a meeting with representa-
tives of Faith and Light International who 
were visiting Buenos Aires. Up until then, 

Tribute to Lucila and Santiago 

Santiago and Lucila 
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we had no idea that Faith and Light exist-
ed; after careful consideration, we decided 
to become involved in the "Faith and Light 
Movement".  

In 2018, we had the pleasure of welcoming 
the international representatives of Faith 
and Light, Marcia Valeria Souza and María 
Silvia de Jesus Tavares, as well as Mgr Al-
berto Bochatey, who introduced the Faith 
and Light Movement to Argentina. The 
theme of the Day was "Disability makes me 
capable of love". Maria and Lucila followed 
a diploma course in personal and commu-
nity accompaniment in situations of fragili-
ty, given by El Arca spirituality centre, un-
der the direction of María Luisa Malbrán, 
the founder of L'Arche in Argentina. We 
made a Marian pilgrimage to the shrine of 
Lujan, and took part in the Synod of the 
Archdiocese of  Buenos Aires as spokespeo-
ple for people with disabilities.  

In this context, we were received by the 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Mgr Mario 
Poli, who suggested that we write a letter 
to the parish priests of Buenos Aires invit-
ing  them to organise meetings in their par-
ishes with people with disabilities, their 
families and friends. 

In 2020, a dramatic event touched our 
community: Santiago's mother passed 
away. She had asked us, almost with her 
last breath, to look after her son who had 
no-one to look after him; it was the first 
month of the pandemic. Lucila, with her 
big heart, agreed. 

Finally, in 2024, Lucila Moreno was ap-
pointed vice provincial coordinator of the 
Bridge of Hope province, which includes 
part of Brazil, Paraguay and Argentina. 

On 7 April, Lucila and Santiago were killed 
in a car accident.  

Our dear Lucila played an essential role in 
the Santa María de los Ángeles Faith and 
Light community, accompanying us with 
her generous spirit, always attentive to eve-
ryone's needs. She sowed the seeds of an 

unconditional love for which we are grate-
ful today, because we know that this is the 
legacy she leaves us to bear witness to her 
life dedicated to others without expecting 
anything in return. 

That same Spirit invites us today to bid 
farewell to our great friend with the convic-
tion that she is already with the Father in 
heaven, and we celebrate her shared and 
given life, knowing that we still have the 
task of bearing witness to all that she has 
done for us. 

Rest in peace with Jesus, in the arms of 
Mary, and may the light that guides you to 
God continue to illuminate us until we 
meet again.  

 

Sta Maria de los Angeles Community. 
Province Bridge of hope 

Testimony of Argentina 

Lucila and her daughter 
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Report in the Philippines 

It is through faith  
that we are healed  

On 23 February 2025, the Milflores community came together for a joyful 
celebration inspired by Luke 18:42: "See again! Your faith has saved you". 
This gathering is a sincere testimony of faith, healing and unity, highlighting 
the infinite love of God that enlightens every heart. 

O 
ne of the highlights of this month's 

celebrations is the "Faith and Light" 

jigsaw puzzle, lovingly assembled 

by our friends with disabilities. The act of 

putting the pieces together represents the 

unity, faith and love that unite the 

community.  

Each piece symbolises the unique role of each 

individual in building a stronger, more 

compassionate family of faith. 

 

Through prayer, song, reflection and shared 

moments of joy, the Milflores community 

continues to embody the mission of Faith and 

Light: to bring together people with 

intellectual disabilities, their families and 

friends, so that they can discover the beauty 

of inclusion and love in Christ. 

 

As the community reflects on the theme of 

this month, it remembers that faith is not just 

seeing with the eyes, but believing with the 

heart. 

 

Just as Jesus healed the blind man in Luke 18, 

faith opens the doors to spiritual healing, 

hope and a new beginning. 
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Report in the Philippines 

The celebration came to a joyous ending 

with a DIY photo booth in honour of 

Valentine's Day. Laughter, smiles and 

heartfelt moments were captured as 

members of the community posed 

together, cherishing the love and solidarity 

that Faith and Light brings them. 
 

The photo booth was an excellent way of 

creating unforgettable memories, 

underlining that love is at the heart of 

everything the community stands for. 

 

The Faith and Light community of 

Milflores expresses its deepest gratitude to 

all those who took part in this celebration 

and continues to pray for a future filled 

with faith, love and the radiant light of 

Christ.  

 

Cloyd Villegas 
Coordinator of the province  

Colors of Asia  
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Report in France 

Provincial meeting  
of Hope  

N 
ear the Puy en Velay, on the pilgrimage route 

to Santiago de Compostela in central France, 

the Chadenac estate, is a family-run catholic 

inspired facility, welcomed us for a meeting with the 

communities of the Loire Rhône Auvergne province. 

For the provincial team elected in 2023, it was a first... 

A success! On 5 an 6 April 2025, just over 120 people 

came together on the theme of "Hope". 

Meetings, a treasure hunt, a festive evening and  

workshops brought together the following 

communities: La Bergerie, Notre Dame du Bas Vivarais, 

Enfants Lumière, Rayon de Soleil, Ars en Ciel, Le 

Roseau, Bernadette, Les Lucioles, Les Volcans, Graines 

d'Amour, as well as the provincial team around its 

chaplain Jean-Etienne Long, Prior of the Couvent de la 

Tourette and his coordinator Frédéric 

Cornille. Time of prayer and Eucharistic 

celebration with a mime on the Passion of 

the Lord ! 
 

Thank you to all the participants and to 

the provincial team for this beautiful 

moment of Faith and Light.  

 

Vincent Boo 

Vice international coordinator 
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Habemus Papam! 

For our reflexion, Ghislain du Chéné 

S 
ince Thursday 8, the Catholic Church 
has elected, through the Cardinals 
gathered for a Conclave, a new Pope 

who chose to bear the name of Leo XIV. His 
motto is "In Illo Uno unum", which can be 
translated as "In Him who is One, let us 
be one". For an ecumenical movement like 
ours, this sounds like a very good omen, 
full of promise! 
I looked into the reactions of 
the main Christian churches, 
particularly those that appoint 
delegates to Faith and Light, 
and I was not disappointed.  
 

The Moderator of the Central 
Committee of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), 
Bishop Prof. Dr Heinrich 
Bedford-Strohm and its General 
Secretary, the Reverend Prof. 
Dr Jerry Pillay, attended the inaugural Mass 
of Pope Leo XIV, held on 18 May in St 
Peter's Square. “I am delighted to join so 
many people in celebrating the inaugural 
Mass of Pope Leo XIV," said Dr Heinrich 
Bedford- Strohm. "His election to this office 
is crucial, not only for the Church, but also 
for the world, and promises to be a 
tremendous opportunity to make progress 
towards the unity of the Church." 
 

Bartholomew I, the current Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople since 1991, 
considered as "primus inter pares" in the 
Eastern Orthodox Church and a spiritual 
leader of Eastern Orthodox Christians 
worldwide, has expressed the hope that 
Pope Leo XIV will be "A dear brother and 
collaborator for the unity of our churches, 
for the unity of the entire Christian family, 
and for the benefit of all humanity.” 

He said of Leon: "We love him in Christ." In 
the absence of an Archbishop of Canterbury 
since the November 2024 resignation of 
Justin Welby, the Bishop of Canterbury, the 
Most Reverend Dr Rose Hudson-Wilkin, said: 
"I warmly welcome the news of the election 
of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV and assure 
him of my prayers at this time. We give 

thanks for his call and pray 
that he will receive wisdom, 
grace and strength as he leads 
the Church in telling the world 
about God with a message of 
love, forgiveness and 
reconciliation. I look forward to 
continue dialogue and 
cooperation between our 
churches and to working 
together to bear witness to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. » 
 

As I had noted that Pope Leo XIV had been 
a bishop in Peru in a diocese close to that 
of Father Isaac, I asked him if he knew him 
and if he was close to fragile people like 
our friends of Faith and Light; he replied: 
"Yes, I know Pope Leo XIV. I had the chance 
to speak with him at meetings of the 
Peruvian Bishops' Conference. He also took 
part in my episcopal ordination. There are 
no Faith and Light communities in Chiclayo, 
but he was close to the persons who are 
sick and with disabilities. » 
 
Let us be happy about the election of Leo 
XIV, the Holy Spirit has worked well! We 
have at our side a Pope for whom unity 
with all Christians is a priority, a Pope who 

feels close to people with disabilities.  
 
 

Deo gracias! 
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Provincial assembly 
Luzitana 

 
On 22 March, the Luzitana Province 
met in Folgosa, Portugal. We 
reviewed the past four years.  
This Assembly was very important for 
us to review what drives us within 
the movement. We identified the 
priorities for Faith and Light in 
Portugal for the next three years. 
It was not possible to identify a 
person ready to take on the mission 
of Province Coordinator, but we 
elected the new provincial team that 
will coordinate and animate the 14 
recognised communities, the one in 
formation and the prayer community. 

In a climate of great openness and  
trust in the Holy Spirit, four vicecoor-
dinators were elected: Cláudia RO-
CHA, Filipa LOPES, Catarina CARVAL-
HO and Teresa MARINHO. 
 
Our friends with intellectual 
disabilities and their families are 
what Faith and Light is all about. 
Sharing life with them changes our 
hearts and makes us more 
compassionate. 
We wish the team every success in 
their work and trust in Jesus, who 
always calls us and accompanies us. 

International News 

 

New team for the province  
Jesus Light of the Andes 

 
On the theme "The gift of Faith and 
Light: a call for today", the Assembly 
of the Province of Jesus Light of the 
Andes was held from 4 to 6 April 
2025 in Lima, Peru. 
This event was a moment of growth 
and encounter that re-energised the 
province, bringing courage and 
strengthening the bonds of friendship. 
May God bless all those who, accord-
ing to their abilities and availability, 
gave of themselves to create a blessed 
and happy assembly. 
My sincere thanks to Guillermo and his 
parents, Yolanda, Elvira, Greta, Edu-
ardo(s), Carmen, Angélica, Denise, Gio-
vanna, Fernanda, Pabla and all those 
who are part of the history of this 
province. Here is the composition of 
the new provincial team: Guillermo 
RIVERO PALOMINO, Provincial Coordi-
nator (second mandate) and three Vice 
Provincial Coordinators: Cecilia 
ROMERO ACUÑA (Chile), Corina 
MOORE CASTRO (Peru), Pabla Andrea 
VERA. 

 

Denisson B. Vieira 
Vice international coordinator 
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Thank you Claire and Francis ! 
 

On Saturday 3 May, Francis and 
Claire DELOR agreed to renew their 
mandate as Coordinators of the 
province "France Entre deux Mers" 
for another four years. A huge thank 
you for their dedication and 
commitment!  

International News 

Among the 150 speakers, the OCH 
Foundation led several conferences 
and workshops. 
It was an inspiring day, during which 
we met a number of families affected 
by disability, as well as people who 
didn't know Faith and Light at all, to 
whom we introduced the movement.  
 
We also had the opportunity to talk to 
other exhibiting associations, in 
particular FINCAB, which offers legal 
advices about heritage and legacy for 
families. See more about this 
association on page 30 of this Up sails 
in the "Friends of Faith and Light" 
section. 
 
Check out some images and videos 

from the forum here: https://
www.vivaleforum.fr/page/informations/ 

 

Great 
encounters at 

the VIVA Forum! 
 
Agnès and Céline, 
from the International Secretariat, 
Valérie Amice, vice provincial 
coordinator, and three members of the 
Paris communities, Anna, David and 
Sabine, held a Faith and Light stand at 
the Viva Forum (dedicated to the 
family, life and fragility) on 23 March 
at the Parc Floral de Vincennes, near 
Paris!  
Under the great hall, we were part of 
this village made up of more than 50 
exhibiting associations. 
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Family album 

Henri FOUGERAT 
 

The province of France Entre Deux Mers 

has informed us of the death of Henri 

FOUGERAT at the age of 78. Nicknamed 

Riquet, Marie's father, he was very active 

in his Soleil Levant (Rising sun) 

community. He used to help prepare 

pilgrimages with his wife Catherine, who 

passed away around two years ago. 

Henri's funeral was celebrated in the 

Church of Montbron (16220) on Thursday 

3 April 2025. 

May the Lord fill Cathy and Riquet with 

good things, and may their children, 

especially Marie, walk towards the light 

under the benevolent gaze of their 

parents. 

 

Testimony from the community Rising Sun 

for Mary and family: 

Marie, when you were born 40 years ago, 

you led your parents on the adventure of 

your life, with all its ups and downs, and 

then on the adventure of Faith and Light. 

You started in Chalus around 1990, then 

after several stages, you joined Soleil 

Levant in Limoges. 

It was important for you to visit different 

parishes to spread the word about the 

movement. 

After being elected coordinators of the 

community and then of the Limousin 

region, your parents Henri and Catherine 

were elected to be coordinators of the 

Entre-Deux-Mers province in 1997. 

You travelled miles every weekend to visit 

the communities, from Bayonne to La 

Rochelle! You encouraged some, 

supported others and, above all, listened a 

lot!  

And now Riquet has gone to join Cathy, 

who has missed him so much since Good 

Friday 2022. They've entrusted you to 

your brother Eric and your sisters Anne 

and Béatrice; you are a great pair of 

siblings! 

And all of us, your friends at Faith and 

Light, want to join in your THANK YOU 

to God for your parents. 

 

The Rising Sun (Soleil Levant) community 

Riquet, Cathy and Marie at Lourdes in 2008  
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Family album 

homes. He also gave the sacrament of the 
sick to those who wished to receive it. 
 
Friendship, because he wanted every 
member to have a hot meal, instead of a 
cold picnic, at the time of the meetings. 
This hot meal was prepared by 
parishioners, which strengthened the 
bonds of friendship between the parish 
community and our community. He also 
encouraged us to visit people in their 
homes, which he did himself. Father 
Guillaume accompanied us to Lourdes for 
the 50th anniversary pilgrimage of Faith 
and Light in October 2022. 
 
Thank you Father Guillaume for all your 
commitment to the heart of the 
community. We were very touched by 
your presence. From heaven, Father 
Guillaume, we are sure that you will 
continue to watch over us." 
 

Testimony of Marie-Claude Preitzelle 
"He was easy to talk to. We were close to 
him. He was affectionate and very kind. 
Every year, we had the sacrament of the 
sick. He also helped us a lot with the 
various prayers. We'll meet again in 
heaven.”  
 

Testimony of Josiane Le Caignard 
"I liked Father Guillaume. He will remain 
in our hearts all our lives. We will be with 
him when our time comes.” 
 

Testimony of Hélène Le Bouc 
"Father Guillaume, you have done 
everything for all of us. We will miss you. 
You will be in our hearts and prayers 
forever. May God protect your soul. We 
will never forget you. You will be with us 
in heaven. So be it." 

Father Guillaume VILLATTE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Father Guillaume Villatte passed away 
suddenly on Wednesday 26 March 2025 in 
his 63rd year. His funeral was held on 
Tuesday 1 April at Saint-Maclou cathedral 
in Pontoise. 
Ordained a priest in 1991, Father 
Guillaume moved to the Val-d'Oise in 
1994. From 2016 to 2024, he was parish 
priest at Le Plessis-Bouchard and became 
chaplain to the Faith and Light "Espoir et 
Amitié" (Hope and Friendship) community 
in the same town. 
Here are a few testimonies and thanks 
from members of the community… 
 

Testimony of Marie-Hélène Rocher, 
Community Coordinator  

 
"Father Guillaume arrived in our parish in 
September 2016. He truly lived Hope and 
Friendship with us: 
Hope, because every year Father 
Guillaume gave the sacrament of 
reconciliation in the community, a 
sacrament that cannot be given in care 
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Family album 

Baptism of  
David PIQUARD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Piquard is delighted to announce 
that he was baptised on Saturday 24 May 
at the church of Saint Jean-Baptiste de la 
Salle in Paris, surrounded by members of 
his community “Notre Dame de la 
Lumière”. 
 
May the light of the Lord illuminate your 
path and may the Holy Spirit accompany 

 

Paul DEWANDRE 
 

It is with great sadness, but with Faith and 

Hope, that our community "Les 

Véroniques" in Florennes, Belgium, inform 

you of the death of our friend Paul on 2 

April. On Tuesday evening, the day on 

which the Church celebrated the beautiful 

feast of the Annunciation, our heavenly 

mother came to fetch Paul and bring him 

to her Son Jesus. We now know that Paul 

has entered into the Light, into the 

fullness of God. 

 

Paul gave so much happiness and joy 

wherever he went! He took part in 

pilgrimages to Lourdes in 1981, 1991 and 

2001, the international meeting in Quebec 

in 1998 and the Youth Meeting in Spain in 

2017. The Feast of Light 2024 was his last 

outing with us. 

 

Our little friend will leave a great void. Let 

us pray for Germaine and her family, and 

for Ingrid, her beloved. 

 

Didace RUBAYIZA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have learned of the death of Didace 
Rubayiza on 6 May 2025 due to illness. 
He was a member of the Faith and Light 
Saint Paul community in Kigali, 
Rwanda, with his family: his wife 
Mukagasana Godeberthe, (former 
coordinator of the East Africa 
province), and his son with disabilities 
Nkumbuye J. Eudes.  
 

May his soul rest in peace. 
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International Solidarity 
 

Projects supported in the first half of 2025 
 

• Assembly of the province of Jesus Light of the Andes (Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru)  

in Lima, from 4 to 6 April. Election of a new provincial team. Support provided: €4.398  
 
• Formation session in Ukraine for friends from 38 communities, from 30 May to 1 June,  

to prepare them to take on future responsibilities within the communities.  

Support provided: €2,983 
 
• Pilgrimage of the ILA Trinity province (Iran, Lebanon, Armenia) to Byblos, Lebanon.  

Theme: "United in Hope", 1 June. Around 1,000 participants, a third of whom were People 

with intellectual disabilities, and a third parents and friends. Support provided: €1,000 

 

Projects to support 
 

• Summer camps for 4 communities in South Sudan: Expected support : 500 € 

• Summer camps in two Egyptian provinces (July-August 2025), bringing together a small number 

of participants. more than 1000 participants : Expected support 725 € 

Would you like to make a donation ? 
 

Online on our secure website     
https://www.foietlumiere.org/en/donate 

 
 

 

International agenda 

• Christian Community Festival in Silkeborg, Jutland, Denmark, from 29 May to 1 June 

• Formation session for 70 young friends, in Hoshiv, Ukraine, from 30 May to 1 June 

• South Poland province pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Rychwald, Poland, 31 May 

• lLA Trinity province pilgrimage to Byblos, Lebanon, 1 June 

• Pilgrimage of the province Lebanon South-Jordan in Chouf, Lebanon, on 1 June 

• Formation session in Örtagården, Sweden, from 4 to 6 June 

• National Assembly of the Fede e Luce Association (FL Italy), Castellammare Di Stabia, 5 June 

• Meeting of the Poland-South provincial team in Laski, Poland, from 13 to 15 June 

• Eighth Disability Night in over 40 towns and cities in France and overseas on 14 June 

• Jubilee Day, Paris and Levant communities, Notre Dame de Paris, 20 June 

• Formation day, Province of Jesus Light of the Andes, by videoconference, 21 June 

• French Coordinators' Council, by videoconference at 8.30pm on 23 June 

• Walk for young people, South Lebanon-Jordan province in Qanoubine Bcharre, Lebanon, 28 June 

• Formation session, Reborn province in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 19 and 20 July 

• Holiday for the communities of Sweden, Vadstena, from 31 July to 3 August 

• With or without disability" session organised by OCH and Emmanuel, Paray le Monial, 19-23 July 

• Excursion for the two Estonian communities to Saaremaa on 5 August 

• National pilgrimage to Lourdes organised by the ND du Salut association, from 11 to 17 August 

• Anniversary of the Faith and Light movement, Reborn Province in Aracaju, Brazil, 14 September 
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On the weekend of 22/23 March, we (the 
FINCAB team) were delighted to take part 
in the VIVA Forum! 

It was a great opportunity to meet people, 
share experiences and emotions. This 
forum, which brought together 
associations working with families and 
people with disabilities, gave us the 
opportunity to listen, discuss, discover 
and share our respective experiences. 

In our own professional activity, we are 
used to advising people with disabilities 
and their families, particularly in relation 
to their heritage plan.  

But beyond the technical aspects of our 
cases, they are first and foremost life 
stories, journeys strewn with pitfalls, 
worries and unanswered questions that 
affect us and compel us a little more every 
day.  

 

Why do we specialise in supporting 
vulnerable people? 

Almost all of us have encountered or will 
encounter a vulnerable situation in our 
lives: whether it's a family member with a 
disability, a friend who has suffered an 
accident, an ageing parent who is 
becoming dependent, a burn-out or so 
many other situations. 

On a personal level, I myself am a carer for 
my little brother who suffers from a rare 
and very debilitating disease. For as long 
as I can remember, I have watched my 
parents struggle, looking for solutions, 
without always knowing who to turn to. 

Faced with this, my parents, and families 
in general, have no choice but to become 
experts in every area relating to disability, 
which is exhausting and quite simply 
impossible! That's why we've decided to 
do our bit by concentrating a wide range 
of knowledge around heritage and estate 
planning, so that families no longer feel 
alone when faced with these issues. 

The heritage agency  
at the service of people  

with disabilities and families 

The friends of Faith and Light 
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Our experience as an exhibitor 

At the Forum, parents told us about their 
concerns:  

« What will my child become when I'm no 
longer here?";  

"How do we pass on our heritage, taking 
into account the uniqueness of our 
situation (legal capacity, receipt of welfare 
benefits, recovery from the departmental 
council if necessary, etc.)?";  

"How can I protect my vulnerable relative 
and our family legally and financially? » 
« How can we plan for a brighter future 
despite the disability? » 

All too often, these issues take a back seat 
to the urgent demands of everyday life. 

 

What we are trying to achieve 

Our mission is to answer the many 
questions that families have about these 
legal and issues. 

We had some wonderful encounters at the 
VIVA Forum. Families, but also committed 
associations such as Faith and Light and 
the OCH Foundation, who welcomed us 
with warmth and kindness. Thank you all 
for your joy and humanity. Your 
testimonies left a deep impression on us, 
and we are leaving with a stronger desire 
to continue this journey alongside you. 
This type of connexion between 
associations and professionals is 
invaluable, as it helps to circulate 
information, open up dialogue and 
provide better support for people at every 
stage of their lives. 

 

We believe that every family has the right 
to clarity, support and a little break. 

 

Jeanne MENDELSSOHN 

FINCAB agency 
Heritage council service, disability and 
dependency 

 

www.fincab.fr  
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Marie-Hélène’s Letter 

Capable of God ? 

 To contemplate the marvels of God in 

the hearts of our brothers and sisters with 

disabilities, here is my simple experience of 

working with people with intellectual 

disabilities. But first I would like to talk 

about the one who is at the heart of this 

conversation: God himself. Saint John, 

taught directly by Jesus, revealed his 

identity to us: God is love. 

 

 God created each one of us in his own 

image, to be persons capable, in him, of 

relationships of love and communion. He 

did not create us first or only to acquire 

more and more knowledge, science and 

efficiency, but above all to be in a loving 

relationship with him, in an ever deeper 

and more intimate communion. This is our 

vocation. It is through the heart, the centre 

of our person, that we can enter into this 

communion; this heart that allows us to 

commune with others, outside all 

knowledge and even all words. 

 

We believe that the person with intellectual 

disability, however limited in his or her 

intelligence, autonomy and capacity for 

reasoning and abstraction, is not limited in 

his or her heart. 

 

 Little Bernadette of Lourdes said: "God 

has chosen the poor, the little ones". When 

she said this, she was quoting the Bible. 

God resists the proud. God gives himself 

up to the humble, the little ones. Of course, 

there is no necessary relationship between 

having a disability and humility. 

We don't deny that there can be people 

with disabilities who are full of themselves, 

jealous, with their darkness and their pride. 

But I know so many others for whom 

disability inspires lowliness, humility and 

recognition of their powerlessness. And yet 

we know that what blocks our relationship 

with God is our own self-importance and 

pride. 

 

 When their weakness is surrounded by 

the delicacy and tenderness of a family, by 

the love and competence of their 

educators, people with disabilities are led 

to trust others. When this trust is not 

deceived, it predisposes them to trust in 

God. Then a truer, more direct, living and 

profound faith can develop. 

 

Extract from « Dieu m’aime comme je suis »  
(God loves me as I am) 

page 153  


